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STATE AGENCY CRITICIZED FOR FAILURE TO REDUCE RED TAPE 
Five years after its creation, the state office charged 
with reducing red tape has become an "excellent example of 
the cure being worse than the disease," according to the 
current issue of the California Regulatory Law Reporter, 
published by the Center for Public Interest Law of the 
University of San Diego. 
In a critical assessment of the performance of the 
Office of Aqrninistrative Law (OAL), Gene Erbin of the 
Center's Sacramento office writes that the OAL has ignored 
its legislative mandate as well as fundamental notions of 
administrative fair play, and that recent actions by OAL 
Director Linda Stockdale Brewer have called into question 
OAL's political independence. 
The law establishing OAL specifies that its mission 
is to reduce the number of regulations and improve the 
quality of those that are adopted. Instead, claims Erbin, 
the office has stopped good, often deregulating, rules 
because of procedural nitpicking. 
Citing OAL's 1983 Annual Report, Erbin points out 
that nearly 65 percent of regulations written before July 
1980 have been either repealed or amended as a result of 
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exclusive agency review, a "monumental and unique achievement" 
that has occurred without the direct participation of OAL. 
The volume of bills introduced in the 1984 legislature 
to exempt certain rulemaking. activities from OAL review is 
evidence of growing bipartisan legislative unrest with OAL, 
he says. 
In other articles, the Reporter's "Commentary" section 
suggests that the State Bar should separate its licensing 
functions from its trade association functions, and questions 
why neither the Bar nor the Legislature has acted against 
law schools with repeatedly high bar exam failure rates. 
The California Regulatory Law Reporter, published 
quarterly, summarizes the activities of over 60 California 
regulatory agencies, reviews advocacy actions by the state's 
public interest groups, and discusses recent regulatory law 
litigation and regulation. 
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